
worship
Sunday at 10am in-person in-the-sanctuary and via Google Meet,

also livestreaming/archived on YouTube

CALL TO WORSHIP
God is great.

God is good.
God is good for God has not abandoned us.

God has drawn near.
God’s steadfast love endures forever.

God’s love pierces the darkness, forgiveness 
of sins, and sees us into eternity.

God is great.
God is good.

“God Is Good, All the Time”
No. 3026, Worship & Song (2011)

PRAY
The response to the Prayer of Intercession is: 

We pray… 
Help us do what is right and good for all.”

THE LORD’S PRAYER
No. 895, The United Methodist Hymnal (1989)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

READ

REFLECT

“Courage, Brother”
See Reverse Side of Bulletin

OFFERING

DOXOLOGY
No. 95, The United Methodist Hymnal (1989)

PRAYER

“Loving Spirit”
No. 2123, The Faith We Sing (2001)

GO IN PEACE

franklinum
c.org

lections
Readings for this week

ACTS 17:22-31
PSALM 66:8-20

1 PETER 3:13-22
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is 
good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing what is 
right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do 
not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as 
Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 
who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is 
in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a 
good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those 
who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be 
put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing 
evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. 
He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation 
to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not 
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
lives, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which 
this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt 
from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him.

JOHN 14:15-21

reflections
“Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good?” 
How would you answer Peter’s question?

Have you ever suffered for doing good? Have you ever 
been intimidated by those who rebuke or stand in the way 
of the good you do for Christ’s sake?

What is Peter’s encouragement for those who do good, 
but suffer on account of the good things they do?
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BOOK CLUB
The Book Club is reading 
Man’s Search for Meaning 
by Viktor Frankl. The next 
meeting is Monday May 
11th at 6:30 pm. The group 
will meet in a hybrid 
format. For the address 
and link, view the group’s 
page in Realm Connect. 

REALM CONNECT
The Franklin UMC uses a 
church management and 
communication database 
called Realm. Realm 
Connect is your personalized 
portal into the life of the 
church—a place where you 
can connect with other 
people and groups, keep up 
with what’s going on, and 
manage your personal 
information so that together 
we can grow as a more 
connected community. 
Realm Connect is accessible 
by computer and a 
downloadable app. If you 
need a login to Realm 
Connect and/or instructions 
on how to use it, email the 
office@franklinumc.org.
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PO BOX 313, 82 W Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038

DEFINING OUR GENERATION
The Franklin UMC has embarked on an ambitious capital 
improvement campaign that seeks to make our historic facility 
more accessible, usable for the community, and better adapted 
to ministry in the 21st century. Thanks to member pledges, 
community gifts and grants from the Town of Franklin and 
CHNA-6, work on Phases II, III, and IV have begun! To learn more 
and make your contribution, go to 
https://franklinumc.org/defining/.

FOOD PANTRY
This month we will be 
collecting bagged 
chips, cookies and 
crackers, 8-12 oz 
packs. All items will 
be brought over to the 
Franklin Food Pantry 
at the end of the 
month. Thank you!
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