
worship
Sunday at 10am in-person in-the-sanctuary and via Google Meet,

also livestreaming/archived on YouTube

CALL TO WORSHIP
Today, we follow Jesus into a wilderness full of isolation, 
fatigue, hunger, thirst, and temptation. 

We follow, trusting in God’s mercy.
We witness Jesus resist the siren calls of 
sensationalism, notoriety, and misuse of power for 
selfish gain. 

We recognize God’s mercy at work in the face 
of temptation.

We notice the angels who tend Jesus, messengers of 
care in a harsh and lonely place.

We pay attention to God’s merciful presence 
that did not abandon Jesus and does not 
abandon us now.

We come to the wilderness together, clinging to the truth 
that we are not alone—God is with us. 

We gather to worship God, whose unfailing 
mercy journeys with us into the wildernesses 
of our lives. Thanks be to God! Amen.

“O WORSHIP THE KING”
No. 73, The United Methodist Hymnal (1989)

PRAY
The Lord’s Prayer is No. 895 in The United Methodist Hymnal (1989)

READ

REFLECT

“JESUS, TEMPTED IN THE DESERT”
No. 2105, The Faith We Sing (2001)

GIVE
The Doxology is No. 95 in The United Methodist Hymnal (1989)

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee”
No. 2158, The Faith We Sing (2001)

GO IN PEACE

franklinum
c.org

lections
Readings for this week

GENESIS 2:15-17; 3:1-7
PSALM 32

ROMANS 5:12-19

MATTHEW 4:1-11
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and forty 
nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter 
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But 
he answered, “It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of 

God.’ ”
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him 

on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ”
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the 

Lord your God to the test.’ ”
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain 

and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you 
will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, 
“Away with you, Satan! for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.’ ”

11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and 
waited on him.

reflections
See Matthew 4:1. Why does the Spirit lead Jesus to 
temptation? Why and how is Jesus tempted?

What is temptation? What are we tempted to or away 
from?

Who is God calling you to be? How does temptation lure 
you away from that which God has called you to do and 
be?
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LENTEN DEVOTION & DISCUSSION
You’re invited to start a regular devotional 
practice this Lent. Pickup a 2026 Upper Room 
Disciplines as a daily practice. These short daily 
readings, include a scripture reading, devotion, 
and prayer. Books are $20 and are for the entire 
2026 calendar year. Limited regular and large 
print copies are available.

If a daily practice seems like too much, 
start a weekly practice by reading the scriptures 
on your own before Sunday Worship. Scripture 
readings will be posted weekly in the bulletin.

Join Pastor Jacob virtually on Wednesdays 
at 7pm to discuss the scriptures coming up in 
Sunday Worship. For joining information see the 
Church Calendar or email the 
office@franklinumc.org.

FAITHFUL RESISTANCE: A PUBLIC WITNESS 
FOR IMMIGRANT JUSTICE
United Methodists along with faith and advocacy 
partners from across the country are gathering in 
Washington D.C. on Wednesday, February 25, 
2026, for “Faithful Resistance: A Public Witness 
for Immigrant Justice.” You’re invited to join the 
Franklin UMC in the livestreaming of the 
opening worship beginning at 10a, followed by 
a discussion of how we can welcome and serve 
the immigrant among us. Light refreshments will 
be served. This is an interfaith event. All are 
welcome. To learn more, go to 
https://faithfulresistance.org.

FOOD PANTRY
This month we will be collecting personal care 
items- soap, shampoo/conditioner, toilet paper, 
etc. All items will be brought over to the Franklin 
Food Pantry at the end of the month. Thank you!

Next Week
2nd Sunday of Lent

March 1, 2026

Genesis 12:1-4
Psalm 121

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3:1-17

REALM CONNECT
The Franklin UMC uses a powerful church 
management and communication database 
called Realm. Realm Connect is your 
personalized portal into the life of the church—a 
place where you can connect with other people 
and groups, keep up with what’s going on, and 
manage your personal information so that 
together we can grow as a more connected 
community. Realm Connect is accessible by 
computer and a downloadable app. If you need a 
login to Realm Connect and/or instructions on 
how to use it, email the office@franklinumc.org.

PASTOR’S STUDY
The Pastor’s Bible Study meets Wednesday 
evenings via Google Meet to discuss the scripture 
readings and themes coming up in worship. All 
are welcome and invited to attend. The Google 
Meet link can be found on the Church Calendar, 
in Realm Connect, or by emailing the 
office@franklinumc.org.

BOOK CLUB
The FUMC Book Club is reading The 
Correspondent by Virginia Evans. The next 
meeting will be on Monday March 9th at 6:30 pm. 
The group will meet in a hybrid format at Dawn’s 
house and online. For the address and link, view 
the group’s page in Realm Connect. 
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