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gather

Call to Worship

We gather as people looking for the star, a sign that

God is at work in the world.
God, help us find your glory.
We gather as people listening for the whispers of
the Spirit, hints of the good news in the least likely
places.
God, help us notice your glory.
We gather as people yearning for Love’s presence,
the assurance that we are not alone and Love will
have the last word.
God, help us encounter your glory.
On this Epiphany Sunday, may the Light of Love
shine among us, revealing divine glory through
neighbors known and unknown, vulnerable chil-
dren, and unexpected gifts.
God, reveal to us anew the glory of your
expansive Love that gathers us together
and sustains us in loving service to one
another and all creation. Amen.

“Love Came Down at Christmas”
No. 242, The United Methodist Hymnal (1989)

pray
Lord’s Prayer
No.895, The United Methodist Hymnal (1989)

read

Matthew 2:1-16
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition

discuss
J. Caleb Duarte

“A Star Shone Bright”
No. 3051, Worship & Song (2011)

give

Doxology
No. 95, The United Methodist Hymnal (1989)

go
“We Three Kings”
No. 254, Worship & Song (1989)

The Peace
The peace of the Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

franklinumc.org

bk

EPIPHANY SUNDAY
read

Matthew 2:1-16
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edlition

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to
Jerusalem, > asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and
have come to pay him homage.” * When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4and
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. ° They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has
been written by the prophet:

<And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.”

"Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from
them the exact time when the star had appeared. ® Then he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word
so that I may also go and pay him homage.” ® When they
had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. ' When they saw that
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ' On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 2 And having been warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country
by another road.

3 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there
until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to
destroy him.” ' Then Joseph got up, took the child and his
mother by night, and went to Egypt '* and remained there
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I
have called my son.”

'8 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the
magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the
children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the
magi.

reflect

Why was Jesus’ birth so threatening to Herod? In
what ways does Jesus continue to challenge those in
power?

next week

“Baptism of the Lord” Sunday


https://hymnary.org/hymn/UMH/634
https://hymnary.org/hymn/UMH/634

UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Book Club
We will read The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife by Anna Johnston.
The next meeting will be on
Monday January 12th at 6:30 pm.
The group will meet in a hybrid format at Linda’s house,,
online (https://meet.goto.com/richp/churchbookclub), or
phone (224-501-3412, access code 789-141-869).

Volunteer Opportunities
Go to www.franklinumc.org/volunteer to sign up for
Worship or Community events



https://franklinumc.org/volunteer/

