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WELCOME TO FRANKLIN
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH!

This service of worship is gathering in-person at the church build-
ing, in-person via Google Meet, and streaming on YouTube.

This worship aid, or “bulletin,” will guide you through this ser-
vice, offering you a brief outline and instructions for the service
along with the responses, prayers, and lyrics to the songs we will
sing together. Congregational responses are typically bolded.

Prayer requests can be made by filling out the offering form en-
closed with the print bulletins, or by going to franklinumc.org/
pray. Confidential requests will be sent to the pastor. Non-
confidential requests will be distributed to the Prayer Team.

Financial contributions can be made in the offering plate (cash or
check made payable to “Franklin United Methodist Church”) or
online by going to franklinumc.org/give.

To learn about ways you can volunteer, and sign up, go to frank-
linumec.org/volunteer. You can also signup to volunteer by filling
out the offering form enclosed with the print bulletins. All persons
who sign up to volunteer will receive an email confirmation of
your volunteer registration.




WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP

God has gathered us to this place,
where we hear stories which show us what the kingdom of
God is like.

God summons us to this place,
where we can learn how to serve our God without
reservation, or hesitation.

God will send us from this place,
to tell others of God’s hopes and dreams, so they, too, can
choose to follow God.

SonG “GATHER Us IN”
No. 2236, FWS (2001)

Here in this place new light is streaming,

now is the darkness vanished away,
see in this space our fears and our dreamings,
brought here to you in the light of this day.

Gather us in - the lost and forsaken,
gather us in - the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,

we shall arise at the sound of our name.

We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry;
we are the old who yearn for your face;
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,
gather us in, the proud and the strong;
give us a heart so meek and so lowly,
give us the courage to enter the song.

Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.

Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.



Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven light-years away,
but here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the Kingdom, now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,
gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in, all peoples together,
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

SILENT PRAYER

PRAYER OF THE DAY

LoORD’S PRAYER No. 895, UMH(1989)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING JosHuA 24:1-14
REFLECTION Pastor Jacob
SoNG “DEAR LORD, LEAD ME DAY BY DAY”

No. 411, UMH (1989)

Dear Lord, lead me day by day;
make me steadfast, wise and strong;
happy most of all to know
that my dear Lord loves me so.

Praise to God, fount of love,
praise from morn till the set of sun;
praise at home, praise in church;
praise to God everywhere on earth.

Dear Lord, lead me day by day;
make me follow and obey
faithfully your words of life,
that your love ever abide.



Praise to God, fount of love,
praise from morn till the set of sun;
Praise at home, praise in church;
praise to God everywhere on earth.

Now with confidence I sing
joyous praises to our God,
and with upright heart I give
tender care and sympathy.

Praise to God, fount of love,
praise from morn till the set of sun;
Praise at home, praise in church;
praise to God everywhere on earth

OFFERING
DoxoLoGy No. 95, UMH (1989)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PRAYER
SonNG “THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE”

No. 116, UMH (1989)

The God of Abraham praise,
who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of Everlasting Days,
and God of love;
Jehovah, great [ AM!
by earth and heaven confessed;
I bow and bless the sacred name
forever blest.

The great I AM has sworn;
I on this oath depend.
I shall, on eagle wings upborne,
to heaven ascend.
I shall behold God's face;
I shall God's power adore,
and sing the wonders of God's grace
forevermore.



The heavenly land I see,
with peace and plenty blest;
a land of sacred liberty,
and endless rest.

There milk and honey flow,
and oil and wine abound,
and trees of life forever grow
with mercy crowned.

The God who reigns on high
the great archangels sing,
and "Holy, holy, holy!" cry,
"Almighty King!

Who was, and is, the same,
and evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Lord, the great I AM,
we worship thee!"

SENDING
THE PEACE

The peace of the Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
POSTLUDE



THANK YOU FOR JOINING US!

We hope that you found, in our community, a place to ex-
perience meaningful relationship with God, grow in
Christ, and reach out in love to others. We hope that this
community has been a place where you feel welcome,
acceptance, and love. If you have questions about the
church, or are interested in becoming a member of the
church, please feel free to contact any of the leaders
listed below.

franklinumc.org

Franklin United Methodist Church
PO Box 313
82 W. Central Street
Franklin, MA 02038

508-528-1092
office@franklinumc.org

Rev. Dr. Jacob W. Juncker, Pastor
jacob@franklinumc.org

Deidre Bassignani, Administrator
deidre@franklinumc.org

Paul Seaver, Custodian

Linda Zardeskas, Chair of Church Council

George Remus, Lay Leader & Treasurer
Dawn Harlow, Financial Secretary
Dawn Pokorny, Lay Member to Annual Conference

Allen Smith, Chair of Personnel Committee

John Milot, Chair of Resource Committee
Inger Anderson, Chair of Committee on Ministry



UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

CHILI COOK-OFF & GAME NIGHT

Saturday May 3 at 5:30p

Grab a spoon! Grab an apron! We are looking to crown the 2025 Chili
Cookoff Champion. Everyone who comes will be able to cast their vote.
Dust off your favorite recipe, or make up a new one, and bring a crock-
pot full (or more) of chili to share. Shredded cheese, onion, sour cream,
and cornbread will be provided. If your chili recipe requires special
condiments, please be sure to bring them.

Bring your favorite game to challenge friends new and old. Bring your
lucky deck of cards, board games, we could even play corn hole in the
sanctuary. This is sure to be a fun evening. All are welcome.

2025 COMMUNITY COOKOUTS SCHEDULED!

The Franklin UMC is excited to announce dates for the 2025
Community Cookouts—June 28, July 26, August 23, and September
27! Free burgers, hot dogs, chips, and drinks will be served from 5:30-
6:30p in the grassy area behind the church. Vegetarian options will be
available. All are invited. In case of rain, these events are cancelled. To
learn more, go to franklinumc.org/community/cookouts.

BOOK CLUB

For May we’ll read Beyond That, the Sea by Laura Spence-Ash . The
next meeting will be on Monday May 12 at 6:30 pm. The group will
meet in a hybrid format, at Linda’s home or online (https://
meet.goto.com/richp/churchbookclub), phone (224-501-3412, access
code 789-141-869).

LUNCH BUNCH

The next gathering will be at Qutback Steak House, Bellingham on
May 21 at 12 PM. All are welcome. Please notify Nancy Boates by
phone 508-654-2833 or email NancyBoates49@ hotmail.com by 10 am
if attending.

COMMUNITY CLOSET

Looking for a closet refresh - or shopping for those with a need ? The
generosity of our community and the staffing by volunteers helps us
provide pre-loved and new clothing to all. The closet is now open every
Tuesday 11a-1p.You can signup to volunteer at franklinumc.org/
volunteer.

FISH OF FRANKLIN SEEKS VOLUNTEERS:

FISH of Franklin’s mission is is helping Franklin residents get to their
medical appointments. Volunteers are needed to either answer
telephone requests from those needing rides and volunteers willing to
drive clients to medical appointments once a month. If you are
interested in volunteering for FISH, call 508-528-2121, leave a message
and a member of the Steering Committee will return your call.



