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Gather 
Invitation to Hear the Stories Retold 

“Christ be Our Light” (Refrain only).  
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
We wait for the coming of Christ,  
the light of the world. 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

“Christ be Our Light” (v.1 & Refrain).  
 

The true light, which enlightens everyone is com-
ing into the world. 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness 
will not overcome it. 
 Christ, shine in your church today. 

  

“Toda la Tierra (All Earth Is Waiting)” 
No. 210, The United Methodist Hymnal (1989) 

pray 
Lord’s Prayer 

No.895, The United Methodist Hymnal (1989)   

read 
Mark 1:1-8 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition  
 

discuss 
Pastor Jacob 

 
“Make Way, Make Way” 

No. 3044, Worship & Song (2011) 

give 
Doxology 

No. 95, The United Methodist Hymnal (1989)  

go 
“Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice” 

No. 2089, The Faith We Sing (2001) 

 

The Peace 
The peace of the Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

November 30, 2025 
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THE STORY 

RETOLD 
read 

 

Mark 1:1-8 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you, 
    who will prepare your way, 
3 the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make his paths straight,’ ” 

 

4 so John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 And the whole Judean region 
and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him and were baptized by him in the River Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, 
and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 
the strap of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you 
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 

reflect 
 

Mark does not tell a story of Jesus’ birth. There 
is no manger. We are never formally told about 
his family life or his parents. Mark jumps in 
with a story of a voice calling out in the 
wilderness; and, by the time Jesus does appear, 
we see him as an adult.  

How important is Jesus’ birth story in the 
larger narrative of Jesus’ life? 
 

Why do you think Mark leaves out the story 
of Jesus’ birth? What might be gained by 
not including it? What is lost? 

 
John is the voice calling out in the wilderness, 
the one preparing the way for the Lord. 

What voices are you listening to as you 
prepare for the coming of the Lord? 
 

How are you using your voice to prepare the 
way for the Lord? 
 

next week 
The Story Retold: According to Matthew 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/UMH/634
https://hymnary.org/hymn/UMH/634


 

UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

Advent Series: The Story Retold 
 

November 30 The Gospel of Mark 

December 7    The Gospel of Matthew 

December 14 The Gospel of Luke 

December 21 The Gospel of John 

Christmas Eve 
 

December 24 (7p) The Gospel of Us 

 

 

Coat Drive 
Now– Dec 6 

We will be collecting new and gently used coats  
to help out Franklin area neighbors.  

The church is one of the drop-off locations.  
 

The Winter Coat Giveaway will be  
Saturday December 13 @ 9am-12p 

 

Book Club 
Our November meeting was cancelled, so for  

December we’ll continue with The Midnight Library  
by Matt Haig. The next meeting will be on  

Monday December 8th at 6:30 pm.  
The group will meet in a hybrid format,  

online (https://meet.goto.com/richp/churchbookclub),  
phone (224-501-3412, access code 789-141-869). 

 

Lunch Bunch 
Wednesday Dec 17 at noon 

The next Lunch Bunch will be at Mak’s .  451 West Central St., Franklin.  
All are welcome.  Please notify Nancy Boates  

by phone 508-654-2833 or  
email NancyBoates49@ hotmail.com  

by 10 am if attending. 
 

Food Pantry Collection 
This month we will be collecting boxes of  

tissues for cold season. All donations will be  
brought to the Food Pantry for distribution at the  

end of the month. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities  
Go to www.franklinumc.org/volunteer to sign up for  

Worship or Community events 

https://franklinumc.org/volunteer/

