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Playing God 
 

Be Loving 



 

 

WELCOME TO FRANKLIN 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH! 

————————————————— 

This service of worship is gathering in-person at the church 
building, in-person via Google Meet, and streaming on YouTube. 
 
This worship aid, or “bulletin,” will guide you through this 
service, offering you a brief outline and instructions for the 
service along with the responses, prayers, and lyrics to the songs 
we will sing together. Congregational responses are typically 
bolded. 
 
Prayer requests can be made by filling out the offering form 
enclosed with the print bulletins, or by going to 
franklinumc.org/pray. Confidential requests will be sent to the 
pastor. Non-confidential requests will be distributed to the Prayer 
Team. 
 
Financial contributions can be made in the offering plate (cash or 
check made payable to “Franklin United Methodist Church”) or 
online by going to franklinumc.org/give. 
 
To learn about ways you can volunteer, and sign up, go to 
franklinumc.org/volunteer. You can also signup to volunteer 
by filling out the offering form enclosed with the print bulletins. 
All persons who sign up to volunteer will receive an email 
confirmation of your volunteer registration. 
 

————————————————— 



  

 

 

Welcome 
 

Prelude 
 

Call to Worship    
  

Jesus offers a new-old commandment: 
 that we should love one another. 
With the incredible power and the unfathomable depth of God’s 
love for us, we can, we must love one another. 
 And it is by our love for one another that the world will 
 know whom and what we worship. 
Come, friends, strangers, siblings, children of God! 
 Let us love one another so that Love may overflow from 
 our gathering and reach around the world! 

 

Song                  “They’ll Know We Are 
       Christians by Our Love”  
             No. 2223,  FWS (2001) 

 

 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,  
we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,  

and we pray that all unity may one day be restored:  
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand,  
we will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand,  

and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land:  
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 

 yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side,  
we will work with each other, we will work side by side,  

and we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride:  
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come,  
and all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son,  
and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one:  

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  

 



 

 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

Collect 
 

Lord’s Prayer              No. 895, UMH (1989) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading                   1 John 4:7-8  
              1 Corinthians 13:4-13 
 
Reflection 
 
Song    “How Can We Name a Love” 
                     No. 111, UMH (1989)  

 

How can we name a Love 
that wakens heart and mind, 

indwelling all we know 
or think or do 

or seek or find? 
Within our daily world, 

in every human face, 
Love's echoes sound 

and God is found, 
hid in the commonplace. 



  

 

 

If we awoke to life 
built on a rock of care 

that asked no great reward 
but firm, assured, 
was simply there, 

we can, with parents' names, 
describe, and thus adore, 

Love unconfined, 
a father kind, 

a mother strong and sure. 

When people share a task, 
and strength and skills unite 

in projects old or new, 
to make or do 

with shared delight, 
our Friend and Partner's will 

is better understood, 
that all should share, 

create, and care, 
and know that life is good. 

So in a hundred names, 
each day we all can meet 

a presence, sensed and shown 
at work, at home, 
or in the street. 

Yet every name we see, 
shines in a brighter sun: 

In Christ alone 
is Love full grown 

and life and hope begun. 

 
Offering 
 

Doxology            No. 95, UMH (1989) 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 



 

 

Prayer 

 

Song               “Cast Out, O Christ” 
                    No. 3072, W&S (2011)  

 

Cast out, O Christ, cast far away 
the demons that destroy: 

the haunting dreads that choke our souls, 
the hates that stifle joy. 

Our raging griefs, our jealous fears 
are legion in their name. 

Our shackled hearts implore your grace 
to loose our binding shame. 

Once long ago, from Galilee, 
you sailed to storm-tossed shores. 

And still, in power, you brave new paths 
to breach our bolted doors. 

Your Word breathes life and health and hope 
that break through evil's thrall. 

You send us, strengthened, home in peace 
to live your gospel call. 

So come, O Christ and cast away 
the demons that destroy. 

Transform our lives to sense your love 
and spread abroad your joy 

 

  

Sending 

 

The Peace 
The peace of the Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

 
Postlude 



  

 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US! 

————————————————— 

We hope that you found, in our community, a place to experi-

ence meaningful relationship with God, grow in Christ, and 

reach out in love to others. We hope that this community has 

been a place where you feel welcome, acceptance, and love.  If 

you have questions about the church, or are interested in be-

coming a member of the church, please feel free to contact any 

of the leaders listed below. 

————————————————— 

franklinumc.org 

Franklin United Methodist Church 

PO Box 313 

82 W. Central Street 

Franklin, MA 02038 
 

508-528-1092 

office@franklinumc.org 
 

Rev. Dr. Jacob W. Juncker, Pastor 
jacob@franklinumc.org 

 

Deidre Bassignani, Administrator 
deidre@franklinumc.org 

 

Paul Seaver, Custodian 

Linda Zardeskas, Chair of Church Council 

George Remus, Lay Leader & Treasurer 

Dawn Harlow, Financial Secretary 

Dawn Pokorny, Lay Member to Annual Conference 

Allen Smith, Chair of Personnel Committee 

John Milot, Chair of Resource Committee 
Inger Anderson, Chair of Committee on Ministry 



 

 

 UPCOMING EVENTS & 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

HOLIDAY BASKETS 
This year, we are collecting hot chocolate mix—box of 8 
envelopes. The goal is 125 boxes. These go to the Franklin Food 
Pantry for their annual holiday food baskets. Donations are due to 
the church by Monday, October 14. 
 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT / HALLO-WEINER ROAST 
SAT OCTOBER 26, 4-6PM 
Come dressed in your Halloween costume, trick or treat around 
the parking lot, and enjoy a free hotdog. All are welcome. This 
event is completely free!  

 
MEALS ON WHEELS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The Franklin Meals on Wheels office is looking for onsite 
volunteers, weekday mornings at the church. Meals on Wheels 
provides nutritious meals to in-need, homebound seniors in 
Franklin, Bellingham, Blackstone, and Medway. If you are 
interested or want more information, please contact Jeanne 
(Monday through Friday, 10a-1p) by phone at 508-520-1422. 

 
 

JOIN THE PRAYER TEAM 
Prayer requests are distributed by email to the Prayer Team. 
Members of the Prayer Team pray for the requests of our church 
family, friends, community, and world as requested. Team 
members hold each request in prayer for at least three days. See 
Pastor Jacob if interested. 

 
COMMUNITY CLOSET VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Please note: volunteers must be able to navigate stairs as the 
Community Closet is in the old balcony of the church. You can signup 
to volunteer at franklinumc.org/volunteer or your Offering sheet. 
The first and third Tuesdays are OPEN SHOPPING DAYS.  

The second and fourth Tuesday is a day to SORT ONLY.  
If you would like to sign up a group to volunteer, outside the listed 
times, please contact Pastor Jacob at jacob@franklinumc.org.  

tel:5085201422

