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Lost in Wonder: Faith’s Beginning

What Do We Really Want?

Sunday April 28, 2024

82 West Central Street, Franklin, MA franklinumc.org
508-528-1092 office@franklinumc.org



WELCOME TO FRANKLIN
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH!

This service of worship is gathering in-person at the church
building, in-person via Google Meet, and streaming on YouTube.

This worship aid, or “bulletin,” will guide you through this
service, offering you a brief outline and instructions for the
service along with the responses, prayers, and lyrics to the songs
we will sing together. Congregational responses are typically
bolded.

Prayer requests can be made by filling out the offering form
enclosed with the print bulletins, or by going to
franklinumec.org/pray. Confidential requests will be sent to the
pastor. Non-confidential requests will be distributed to the Prayer
Team.

Financial contributions can be made in the offering plate (cash or
check made payable to “Franklin United Methodist Church”) or
online by going to franklinumec.org/give.

To learn about ways you can volunteer, and sign up, go to
franklinumc.org/volunteer. You can also signup to volunteer
by filling out the offering form enclosed with the print bulletins.
All persons who sign up to volunteer will receive an email
confirmation of your volunteer registration.




WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP

No matter how far we wander from you, O God,
your steadfast love finds us.

No matter how unjust the world seems to us, O God,
your steadfast righteousness sustains us.

No matter how vulnerable our lives seem to us, O God,
your steadfast presence gives us hope.

No matter how unloved and uncared for we feel, O God,
you hear our cries and answer our prayers.
Thanks be to God!

SoNG “THERE’S A WILDERNESS IN GOD’S MERCY”
No. 121, UMH (1989)

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in God's justice,
which is more than liberty.

There is welcome for the sinner,
and more graces for the good!
There is mercy with the Savior;
there is healing in his blood.

For the love of God is broader
than the measure of our mind;
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.

If our love were but more simple,

we should rest upon God's word;

and our lives would be illumined
by the presence of our Lord.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
COLLECT

LORD’S PRAYER No. 895, UMH (1989)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING WISDOM OF SOLOMON 11:23-26

& PsALm 36:5-10
The New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition

REFLECTION

SONG “Jesus, LOVER OF My SouL”
No. 479, The United Methodist Hymnal (1989)

Jesus, lover of my soul,
let me to thy bosom fly,
while the nearer waters roll,
while the tempest still is high.
Hide me, O my Savior, hide,
till the storm of life is past;
safe into the haven guide;
O receive my soul at last.



Other refuge have I none,
hangs my helpless soul on thee;
leave, ah! leave me not alone,
still support and comfort me.
All my trust on thee is stayed,
all my help from thee I bring;
cover my defenseless head
with the shadow of thy wing.

Thou, O Christ, art all I want,
more than all in thee I find;
raise the fallen, cheer the faint,
heal the sick, and lead the blind.
Just and holy is thy name,

I am all unrighteousness;
false and full of sin I am;
thou art full of truth and grace.

Plenteous grace with thee is found,

grace to cover all my sin;

let the healing streams abound,

make and keep me pure within.

Thou of life the fountain art,

freely let me take of thee;

spring thou up within my heart;

rise to all eternity.

GENERAL CONFERENCE UPDATE
OFFERING

DoxoLoGYy No. 95, UMH (1989)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



PRAYER

SoNG “To Gop BE THE GLORY”
No. 98, UMH (1989)

To God be the glory, great things he hath done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that all may go in.

Refrain:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory, great things he hath done!

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
to every believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. (Refrain)

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son;
but purer, and higher, and greater will be

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. (Refrain)

SENDING

THE PEACE

The peace of the Christ be with you.
And also with you.

POSTLUDE



THANK YOU FOR JOINING US!

We hope that you found, in our community, a place to experi-
ence meaningful relationship with God, grow in Christ, and
reach out in love to others. We hope that this community has
been a place where you feel welcome, acceptance, and love. If
you have questions about the church, or are interested in be-
coming a member of the church, please feel free to contact any
of the leaders listed below.

franklinumc.org

Franklin United Methodist Church
PO Box 313
82 W. Central Street
Franklin, MA 02038

508-528-1092
office@franklinumc.org

Rev. Dr. Jacob W. Juncker, Pastor
jacob@franklinumc.org

Deidre Bassignani, Administrator
deidre@franklinumc.org

Paul Seaver, Custodian
Linda Zardeskas, Chair of Church Council
George Remus, Lay Leader & Treasurer
Dawn Harlow, Financial Secretary
Dawn Pokorny, Lay Member to Annual Conference
Allen Smith, Chair of Personnel Committee
John Milot, Chair of Resource Committee
Inger Anderson, Chair of Committee on Ministry



UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

NEW MEMBER CLASS

Classes are being offered on Wednesdays and Sundays (through May 19).
Participants are asked to pick one class or the other. This four week discussion
group is four sessions and centers around Franklin UMC’s vision statement.
We’ll talk about what it means to have a meaningful relationship with God, grow
in Christ, reach out in love to others, and live in supportive and loving
community. The Sunday class will be in person at the church. The Wednesday
class will be in person via Google Meet. If you're interested in joining the church,
or just want to explore (or remember again) what it means to be a

member, please contact Pastor Jacob (jacob@franklinumec.org) to learn more
about the class and how to join (or renew one’s vows of membership).

CLOTHING DONATIONS FOR THE
COMMUNITY CLOSET @FRANKLINUMC

We are making the transition to spring and summer! As you are beginning to sort
through your warm weather wardrobe, you’re invited to donate your gently used
clothing. The Community Closet @FranklinUMC is a community ministry
supported by and for the entire Franklin Community. Donations can be dropped
off in the bin in the main entryway on Sundays and weekdays between 8a-1p
(excluding holidays). If you’d like to learn more contact Pastor Jacob
(jacob@franklinumc.org) and if you’d like to volunteer your time, go to
franklinume.org/volunteer to sign up.

BLOOMIN 4 GOOD PROGRAM

Throughout April, Franklin UMC will receive $1 for every specially

marked $10.99 Bloomin' 4 Good bouquet purchased at Stop & Shop, 40 Franklin
Village Drive, Franklin MA.

APRIL COLLECTION

This month’s Food Pantry collection is non-perishable gluten free items .
Donations can be brought on Sunday mornings. At the end of the month all items
will be brought over to the Franklin Food Pantry.

BOOK CLUB

This month the Book Club will be reading “The Golden Spoon” by Jess
Maxwell. The next meeting will be on May 14 at 7pm. The group will meet in a
hybrid format, Linda will be hosting at 1103 Old Bridge Lane Bellingham for those
who would like to meet in person, or online (https://meet.goto.com/richp/
churchbookclub), or by phone (224-501-3412, access code is 789-141-869).

LUNCH BUNCH

Lunch Bunch is a monthly gathering where people talk and enjoy fellowship over
a meal at area restaurants. The next gathering will be at Uno’s, Hartford Ave,
Bellingham on May 15 at 12 PM. All are welcome. Please notify Nancy
Boates by phone 508-654-2833 or email NancyBoates49@ hotmail.com by 10
am if you plan to attend.
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