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March 26, 2021

Dear members and friends of the Franklin United Methodist Church,

On March 13, 2020, in response to growing concerns regarding the spread of a novel-coronavirus, |
made the difficult decision to cancel in-person worship. The following Sunday (March 15), the
Church Council decided to halt all in-person gatherings. For just over a year now, in response to
what became a global pandemic, our gatherings have been exclusively virtual. While virtual small
groups and virtual worship have kept us connected through this crisis...

It is finally time!

Over the next several weeks we will begin transitioning to in-person small groups and worship. The
metrics that will guide whether or not we gather indoors in-person, outdoors in-person, or exclusively
virtual can be found on the reverse-side of this letter.

Assuming we meet the metrics, in-person small group gatherings (<20 persons) will be
allowed to meet at the church beginning on Monday, April 5. Assuming we meet the metrics,
in-person worship will begin on Sunday, May 2. On fair weather days, even if the metrics allow
for indoor gatherings, preference will be given to outdoor gatherings. It is important to note that all
in-person worship services and most in-person small groups will continue to allow for virtual
participation. Links to participate virtually will be sent through the church website and calendar.
This will allow people who may be traveling, homebound, in an institution, or living at a distance to
participate in the life of the church even though they cannot make it to the facility in-person.

As we make the transition back to in-person gatherings, most COVID protocols will remain
in place. You must wear a mask over your nose and mouth, maintain physical distancing, frequently
sanitize your hands, and fill out a health questionnaire (for contact tracing purposes) in order to
participate in-person. There will be no group singing. And, capacity limits will be set for indoor
events in order to maintain physical distancing. A registration and RSVP system will be setup so that
we can plan for your in-person worship participation. Virtual worship participants will not have to
register for worship. We will not, at this time, be instituting a registration process for small group
gatherings.

The reverse-side of this letter includes the metrics that will guide how we gather, along with
some reminders about our COVID protocols. Details about a few upcoming in-person events are
enclosed with this letter. If you have any questions about the transition to in-person gatherings or
you just want to chat, please feel free to contact me directly. | look forward to gathering with you in-
person once again that we might God, work and live life together for Christ’s sake!

Peace.
Pastor Jacob

jacob@franklinumc.org
508-528-1092 (office)
860-861-3141 (cell)

www.franklinumc.org
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Metrics for Safer Gatherings

IN-PERSON
INSIDE

Limited indoor gatherings with persans
outside one’s household may he
relatively safe ifall three of these
conditions can be met for af feast o
consecuiive weeks:

s Fewerthans% ofthe people in
the Town of Franklinwho are
tested test positive as reparted by
the Massachusetts Department of
Fublic Health
The rate of new cases per day in
FranKin is less than 10 in 100,000
(=42 total positive tests in last 14
days).

ICL beds are filled to less than
% of capacity in the Metrowest
region as reported by the
Massachusetts Departrment of
Public Health.

If any one of these conditions are not
met, indoar church gatherings may not
OCCUr.

at Franklin United Methodist Chunch

Bapted by the Church Council on March 21, 2021,

IN-PERSON
OUTSIDE

Limited outdoor gatherings with
persons outside ane's own household
mav he relatively safe if all three of
these conditions can be met for at
least two consecutive weeks:

» Fewerthan 108 of the people in
the Town of Franklin who are
tested test positive as reparted by
the Massachusetts Department of
Fublic Health.

« The rate of new cases per day in
the Town of Franklin is [ess than
20 in 100,000 (<24 total positive
tests in last 14 days).

o [CLIbeds are filled to less than
20% of capacity in the Metrowest
region as reparted by the
Massachusetts Departrent of
Fublic Health.

If any one of these conditions are
not met, neither indoor nor outdoor
church gatheings may ocour

VIRTUAL
ONLY

If one or mare of the conditions for
in-person outside gathenngs are
not met, church patherings will be
wirtual anly.

These mefncs folowihe guxian ce offersd by
The Ecemenical Consulfaton on Prot mls fr
Worship, Fellowship, and Sacemenfs—a
consy fafon groun sponsored by Cander
Schoalof Theokgy, Calun nsfiute of
Chrstian Worship, The Liwxgical Conference,
Stubery Preaching hsfife, and fie
Euvangehcal Luthemn Churdh in Amenca.

Public healh dafa or e Town of
Frankiin can be found af hffps
www frankinma govwhomedvagesis conafion-
and-cowd-1data, Thiz informaton iz updated
elen Thursday,

fCL bed capacty for the Mefro west
region can be found on the Stafe of
Mazsgchysefts COVD Dashbogxd: httas o
Wl g g5 go wifo-defaleoo wi- 1 hrespon se-
reporhagoo - Hinfers oiive- afg-dgshbogrd.

Meirics posted on Thursday will impaci

qaiherings Friday through the
following Thersday..

ALL IN-PERSON PARTICIPANTS MUST:

Miear a mask ower the maouth
and nose for the entirety of
the gathering. Al persons
cwer the age of 2 are asked
towear a mask.

Complete a heath gquestionnaire.
If you are exhibiting symptoms of
ConID-13, you may not attend in
-person gatherings at our facility.

Mairtain & ft between household
groups. Awoid close cortact with
others outside your hou sehold.

i @

Wash hands regularly.  Hand
sanitizer is proviced at each main
egress and throughout the build-

irg.

www.franklinumc.org



