week beginning August 23, 2020

LIFE

TOGETHER

with the People of Franklin United Methodist Church

Welcome & Introductions

“How is it with you?”

How are you feeling?
How is your faith? your family? your health?
Are you struggling or celebrating?
Are you grieving or rejoicing?
Are you questioning faith?
Where have you found inspiration?

Praying Together
Matthew 19:13-15

Discussion

The story of Jesus blessing children is found in each of

the synoptic gospels with slight variations. Read

Matthew 19:13-15, Mark 10:13-16, and Luke 18:15-17.
What are the differences in different versions of
the story? How do these differences change the
way you understand the story?

In Matthew’s telling of the story, people bring children

to Jesus so that he can bless and pray over/for them.
What do you think motivated these people to
bring children?

What do you think they wanted Jesus to pray
for/about?

Why do you think the disciples scolded the people?
What were they so angry about?

In what ways can the church be a place of welcome,
prayer, and blessings for children and their families?

Final Thoughts?

‘Till We Meet Again

notes, thoughts, & prayer list




Matthew 19:13-15
Common English Bible

13 Some people brought children to Jesus so that he
would place his hands on them and pray. But the
disciples scolded them. '*“Allow the children to
come to me,” Jesus said. “Don’t forbid them, be-
cause the kingdom of heaven belongs to people
like these children.” ' Then he blessed the children
and went away from there.

Mark 10:13-16
Common English Bible

1 People were bringing children to Jesus so that he
would bless them. But the disciples scolded

them. '* When Jesus saw this, he grew angry and
said to them, “Allow the children to come to me.
Don’t forbid them, because God’s kingdom be-
longs to people like these children. ° I assure you
that whoever doesn’t welcome God’s kingdom like
a child will never enter it.” '® Then he hugged the
children and blessed them.

Luke 18:15-17
Common English Bible

1> People were bringing babies to Jesus so that he
would bless them. When the disciples saw this,
they scolded them. '® Then Jesus called them to
him and said, “Allow the children to come to me.
Don’t forbid them, because God’s kingdom be-
longs to people like these children. '’ T assure you
that whoever doesn’t welcome God’s kingdom like
a child will never enter it.”



